
Register a new account 
or log in to an existing 
one to access the visa 
application form

Click to start a new application 
or resume a form you already 
started.

To access incomplete forms, or 
need to check the status of a 
submitted application, click here.



Select "North America" then 
choose your consular jurisdiction 
in the United States. You can 
determine the location for your 
application by entering your home 
zip on our website.



Carefully read the COVA 
guidelines. When ready, click 
button to start the application.



Upload a digital passport-style photo of 
yourself.
View requirements and follow the 
guidelines to have the photo accepted.

Upload a clear scan or photo of your 
passport data page. Ensure all four 
corners are visible and all information in it 
is visible.
Your passport details should auto-populate 
in the passport fields below

Name must be entered 
exactly as in your passport

- Family Name = Last name
- Given Name = First and 
middle name

If born in China, Hong Kong, 
or Taiwan, enter your name 
in Chinese characters.

US citizens click 
"not applicable"

If you are dual-citizen, 
click "Yes" and select 
your other nationality

If you previously held 
other citizhenship, select 
"Yes" and select former 
nationality

Select "Ordinary"

- Tourist = (L) Independent 
Tourist
- Business = (M)
- Student = (X1, X2)
- Work = (Z)
- Crew = (C)
- Academic/non-business (F)
- Family visit = (Q1, Q2, S1, S2)

Select service type based on the 
consular fee paid on your order.
- Normal = $140
- Express = $165

It is important that the correct 
option is selected as it cannot be 
upgraded or downgraded later.

US citizens applying for L or M:
- Visa Validity = 120
- Max duration of stay = 90
- Entries = Multiple

Final validity will be decided by 
the embassy/consulate based on 
the complete application.

If retired, you are still 
required to add last 5 
years of your previous 
employment

Add complete address
Street, city, state, zip code

Although not marked 
mandatory, job position 
and description of job 
duties must be listed.

If you need to add more work history to meet 5-year requirement, click here

Home address must match 
your valid Driver's 
License/State ID or utility 
bill you upload to your form.

Complete address required
Street, city, state, zip code

Parental information is 
required.
If deceased, click [Not 
applicable] and state 
"Deceased"

List all of your children (all ages)
Click "Add" to list more than one

Itinerary information must be 
complete from your date of 
arrival to date of departure. If 
staying at multiple locations, 
click "Add" to add up to 5 cities.

Complete address of where 
you intend to stay is required. 
Location does not have to be 
booked or confirmed.

Enter hotel, friend, relative, 
or tour company in China 
information.

Business applicants, enter 
your host company's 
information as shown on 
your invitation letter.

If you were previously issued 
a Chinese visa(s), add 
details of the last visa.
If you no longer have record 
of it, answer all questions to 
the best of your knowledge.

Check your passport pages 
for travel in the last 12 
months. If a country's 
entry/exit stamps are in your 
passport, that country must be 
listed here.

Review declaration and click 
button to procees with the 
next section.

Once you click "Next", you will be able to view all 
of your information in one page. Carefully review 
your information and make any edits as needed.

Once you click "Submit the application form", you 
will no longer be able to make any modifications to 
your application.

Upload all required scanned 
documents. Boxes outlined in red 
indicate mandatory uploads for your 
form.

Review all sections and upload 
optional documents that may apply 
to you so your application can 
receive pre-approval as soon as 
possible.

Each application will have different upload 
requirements. Review your order for 
documents that need to be uploaded even 
if there is no specific upload field.



Once you have reviewed your 
form, click "Confirm and submit" to 
have your electronic application 
sent to the embassy/consulate for 
initial review.



Click to access the "Application 
Information Page" that will be required 
once your application has passed 
preliminary review.

If modifications are requested after review, a 
new option will show here to modify your form

Monitor the status of your application(s). Important updates to look for:
- Preliminary review in progress = Your application has been sent to the embassy/consulate for review. Allow a few business days for 
next update
- Rejected and to be modified OR Supplementary materials to be provided = Your application requires amendments or additional 
documents. A new button will appear on your application to make edits as needed and re-submit.
- Passport to be submitted = Your application has passed preliminary review and your physical documents can be mailed to us for 
further visa processing.



Once the status of your application is at 
"Passport to be submitted", screenshot 
and print this Application Information page. 
This is required to be submitted with your 
physical passport.

The following must be clearly displayed on 
your printout.

- "Passport to be submitted" status
- Barcode
- Type of service
- Embassy/consulate location
- Consular fee amount due
- Applicant name
- Additional reminders from the consul 
(hover over box with your mouse to display)


